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asked M. Campinclii, the Minister of Marine, who was his
host at lunch : " Are they standing firm here ? "
The Queen of Holland and the King of the Belgians, the
latter abruptly taking the initiative, sent a telegram to
the Heads of States hi Germany, Great Britain and France,
offering their good offices with a view to making peace.
The action went for nothing, but the conspirators in Paris
did not fail to make use of it to weaken the spirit of resist-
ance still further in the circles where they were at work.
At a meeting of the Belgian Labour Party a Belgian
Minister challenged by a member of his party who re-
proached him for excessive " neutralism," cleared himself
of the charge by reading a letter from a French Socialist
deputy congratulating him on his efforts in the cause of
peace: "Do you want me to be more French than the
French ? " he asked.
There was one ray of light amid these miserable incidents
in which French politics were dragging themselves along.
Franco-British solidarity was growing. At a meeting of
the Supreme War Council in London M. Daladier signed
an agreement of Anglo-French economic co-ordination
with Mr, Chamberlain, and, two days after, M. Paul
Reynaud prepared a financial arrangement with Sir John
Simon, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, On the other
hand relations between the French Premier and various
members of the Government continued to be so strained that
when the Houses reassembled in extraordinary* session on
November soth, all the talk centred about a possible crisis.
The first sitting seemed to give the lie to the pessimistic
forecasts. Opened by a statement from M. Daladier, one
of the best he had made since the beginning of the war,
it was marked by an incident scandalous in its origin but
reassuring by the summary execution to which it gave rise.
* Not extraordinary in the sense of exceptional. In the French
Parliamentary year there are the " session ordinaire/' generally
the longer, and the " session extraordinaire " beginning, after the
recess, in the late autumn.